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DET EO fe it & l. fc ir Mt R l. A Ear N 
Ac rs Axvi. at, . . 
Almoſt chou perſuadeſt Me to be a Chriſtian- | 


ND many there are who g0 thus far: ever 
ſince the Chriſtian Religion was in the 
world, there have been many in every age and na- 
tion, who were almoſt perſuaded to be Chrifltanss 
But ſeeing it avails nothing before God, to go 
only . it highly imports us to conſider, 
Firſt, What is implied in being almoſty 
Secondly, What in being altogether a Chriſtian. 
I. 1. Now, in the being almoſt a Chriſtian is 
implied, firit, Heathen honeſty, No one, I ſup- 
E will make any queſtion of this: eſpecially 
1 


nce by Heathen honeſty here, I mean, not that 
which is recommended in the writings of their 


philoſophers only, but ſuch as the common Hea- 


thens expected of one another, and many of them 

actually "(ven ng By the rules of this they were 

taught, that they ue not to be unjuſt; not to 
take away their neighbour's goods, either by rob- 
bery or theft: not to oppreſs the poor, neither to 
uſe extortion toward any; not to cheat or over- 
reach either the poor or rich, in whatſoever com- 
merce they had with them; to defraud no man 


of his right, and if it were poſſible to owe no 


man any thing. 


2. Again, the common Heathens allowed, that 


ſome regard was to be paid to truth as well as to 
| Juſtice, And accordingly, they not only held 
him in abomination, who was forfworn, who 


called God to witneſs to a lie; but him alſo who 


was known to be a ſlanderer of his neighbour, 
who falſely accuſed any man, And indeed little 
better did they eſtcem wilful liars of any ſort, ac- 


counting them the diſgrace of human kind, and 


he peſts of ſocieties, - 


Az 3. Yet. 


. 
3. Yet again, there was a fort of love and aſſiſt- 


ance Which. they expected one from another. 


They expected Whatever aſſiſtance any one could 
give another without prejudice to himſelf, And 
this they extended not only to thoſe little offices 
of humanity, which are 
expence or labour; but likewiſe to the feeding, 
the hungry, if they had food to ſpare, the clothing 
the naked with their own ſuperfluous raiment ; 


and in general the giving to any that needed, ſuch 


things as they needed not themſelves, Thus far 
(in the loweſt account of it) Heathen honeſty 
went, the firſt thing implied in the being almoſt a 
Chriftian, | | 


II. 4. A ſecond thing implied in the being al- 
mofi a Chriſtian, is the having the form of godli- 
neſs, of that godlineſs which is preſeribed in the 
goſpel of Chriſt; the having the outſide of a real 
Chriſtian. Accordingly the almoſt Chriſtian does 
nothing which the goſpel forbids. He taketh not 
the name of God in vain ; he bleſſeth and curſeth 
not ; he ſweareth not at all, but his communica- 
tion is, yea, yea; nay, nay, He profanes not the 


day of the Lord, nor ſuffers it to be profaned, even 


by the ſtranger that is Within his gates. He not 
only avoids all actual adultery, fornication, and 


uncleanneſs, but every word or look, that either 


directly or indirectly tends thereto; nay, and all 
idle words, abſtaining both from all detraction, 
backbiting, tale-bearing, evil-ſpeaking, and from 
all fooliſh talking and jefting, Evrgamna, a kind of 


virtue in the Heatherrmoraliſt's account. Briefly, | 


from all converſation that is not good to the uſe of 
ediſying, and that confequently grieves the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ue are ſealed to the day of 
redemption. „ 1-5 LR 

5. He abſtains from wine whereints exceſs, from 
revellings and gluttony. He avoids as much as. 


in him lies, all ſtrife and contention, continually _ 
endeavouring to live peaceably with all men. 
And if he ſuffer wrong, he avengeth not * 
f A. a neither 


erformed without any 


a 


neither returns evil for evil. He is no railer, no 
brawler, no ſcoffer, either at the faults or infirmis | 
ties of his neighbour. He does not willingly 
wrong, hurt, or grieve any man, but in all things 


acts and ſpeaks by that plain rule, Mat ſoever thou 


wouldeſt not he ſhould dv unto thee, that do not thun 


to another. 


6. And in doing good, he does not confine 
himſelf to _ and eaſy offices of kindneſs, but 


labours and ſuffers for the profit of many, that by 


all means he may help ſome, in ſpite of ' toil or 


pain. Whatſoever his hand findeth to do, he doeth it 
with all his might : whether it be for his friends or 
for his enemies, for the evil or for the good. 
For, heing not flothful in this, or in any buſineſs, 
as he hath opportunity he doeth good, all manner of 
good to all men : and to their Pauls as well as their 
bodies, He reproves the wicked, inſtructs the ig- 
norant, confirms the wavering, quickens thegood, 
and comforts the afflicted. Reba to awaken 
thoſe that fleep; to lead thoſe whom God hath 
already awakened, to the fountain opened for ſin 
and for uncleanneſs, that they may waſh therein 


and be clean; and to ſtir up thofe who are ſaved 


through faith, to adorn the goſpel of Chriſt in all 
things. 0 | 
. that hath the form of godlineſs, uſes all 
the means of grace, yea, all of them and at all 
opportunities. He conſtantly frequents the houſe 
of God; and that not as the manner of ſome is, 
who come into the preſence of the Moſt High, 
either loaded with gold or coſtly apparel, or in 
all the gaudy vanity of dreſs; and either by their 
unſeaſonable civilities to each other, or the im- 
pertinent gaiety of their behaviour, diſclaim all 
pretentions to the form, as well as to the power of 
godlinefs, Would to God there were none even 
among ourſelves, who fall under the ſame con- 
demnation :  who-came into this houfe, it may be, 
| gazing about, or with all the ſigns of the moſt 
iſtlels careleſs indifference, though ſometimes 
they may ſeem to uſe a prayer to God for his 


N 3 5 bleſling 


1 
bleſſing on what they are entering upon : who, 


during that awful ſervice, are either afleep, or in- 
clined in the moſt convenient poſture for it; or 


as though they ſuppoſed God was aflcep, talking 


with one another, or looking round, as utterly 
void of employment, Neither let theſe be ac- 
cuſed of the form of godlineſs. No, he who has 
even this, behaves with ſeriouſneſs and attention, 
in every part of that ſolemn fervice. More eſpe- 
cially when he approaches the table of the Lord, 
it is not with a light or careleſs behaviour, but 
with an air, geſture, and deportment which ſpeaks 
nothing elſe, but God be merciful to me @ jinner. 

8. To this, if we add, the conſtant uſe of family 
prayer, by thoſe who are maſters of families, and 
the ſetting times apart for private addreſſes to 
God, with a daily ſerioufnefs. of behaviour; he 
who uniformly practiſes this outward religion, he 
has the form of godlineſs. There needs but one 
thing more in order to his being almoſt a Chriſtian, 
and that is, Sincerity. gs 


III. 9. By 8 I mean, a real, inward 

principle of religion, from whence theſe outward . 
actions flow; and indeed, if we have not this, we 
have not Heathen honeſty ; no, not ſo much of it 
as will anſwer the demand of a Heathen Epicurean 
Poet, Even this poor wretch in his ſober inter- 
vals, is able to teſtify, 


® Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore: 
Oderunt peceare mali, formidine pena. 


So chat if a man only abſtains from doing evil, in 
order to avoid puniſhment, | 


+ Non paſces in eruce corvos, 


ſaith the Pagan; there, Then haſt thy reward. But 
even he will not allow ſuch a harmleſs man as this, 
o be ſo much as a good Heathen. If then any man 
cGood men avoid fin from the love of virtue; wicked men 
void {in from the fear of puniſhment. 

1 Thou ſhalt gat be hanged. "1 OM 


17 


from the ſame motive, viz, to avoid puniſhment, 
to avoid the loſs of his friends, or his gain, or his 
reputation, ſhould not only abſtain from doing 
evil, but alſo do ever fo much good, yea, and ufe 


all the means of grace; yet we could not with 


any propriety ſay, this man is even almoſt a Chri- 
tian. If he has no better principle in his heart, 
he is only a hypocrite altogether. — 

10. Sincerity therefore is neceſſarily implied in 
the being almoſt a Chriſtian: à real deſign to ſerve 
God, a hearty defre to do his will: it is neceſ- 
farily implied that a man have a hncere view of 
God in all things; in all his converſation; in all 
his actions: in all he does or leaves undone, This 
deſign, if a man be almoſt a n runs througu 
the whole tenor of his life. This is the moving 
e. . both in his doing good, his abſtaining 

rom evil, and his uftng the ordinances of God. 

11. But here it will probably be enquired, Is it 
poſſible that any man living ſhould go ſo far as 
this, and nevertheleſs be only almoſt a Chriſtian ? 


What more than this can be implied in the being a 


Chriſtian altogether ? 1 an{wer, firſt, That it is poſ- 
ſible to go thus far, and yet be but almoſt a Chrij- 
tian: I learn not only from the oracles of God, 
but alſo from the ſure teſtimony of experience, 

12. Brethren, great is my boldneſs toward you in 
this behalf. And forgive me this wrong, if I declare 
my own folly upon the houſe top, tor yours and 
the goſpel's ſake, Suffer me then to {peak freely 


of mylelf, even as of another man. I am content 


to be abaſed, ſo ye may be exalted, and yet to be 
more vile, for the glory of my Lord. | 
13. I did go thus far for many years, as man 
of this place “ can teſtify, Uſing diligence to eſ- 
chew all evil, and to have a conſcience void of 
offence, Redeeming the time, buying up every 
opportunity of doing good to all men; conſtantly 
and carefully uſing all the public and all the pri- 


vate means of grace: endeavouring after a ſtead x 


+ bebe 25854 
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66 % . 
ſeriouſneſs of behaviour, at all times and in all 
places; and God is my record, before whom I 
ſtand, doing all this in fincerity ; having areal de- 
ſign to ſerve God, a Hearty defire to do his will in 
. all things, to pleaſe him who hath called me to 
fight the good fight, and to lay hold of eternal life, 
Yet mv own conſcience beareth me witneſs in the 
Holy Ghoſt, that all this time I was but almoſt a 
Chriſtian. | 


II. If it be r what more than this is 
implied in the being altogether a Chriſtian? I 

anſwer, | 
1. Firſt, the love of God. For thus ſaith his 
word, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy jirength : ſuch a love of God is 
this, as engrolſes the whole heart, as takes up all 
the affecttons, as fills the entire capacity the 
ſoul, and employs the utmoſt extent of all its fa- 
culties. He that thus loves the Lord his God, 
his ſpirit, continually vejoiceth in God his Saviour. 
His delight is in the Lord, ais Lord and his all, to 
whom in every thing he giveth thanks. All his de- 
ſire 2s unto God, and to the remembrance of his name. 
His heart is ever crying out, Whom have J in hea- 
ven but thee, and there ts none upon earth that I deſire 
b:fide thee, Indeed what can he defire belide 
God? Not the world, nor the things of the world, 
for he is cruciſed to the world, and the world cruci- 
fied to him. He is crucihed to the deſire of the 
fleſh, the deſire of the eye, and the pride of life, 
Yea, he is dead to pride of every kind. For love 
is not puffed up but he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him; he is leſs than 

nothing in his own eyes. | | 
2, The ſecond thing implied in the being alto- . 
ether a Chriſtian is, The love of our neighbour, 
For thus ſaid our Lord in the following words, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf; * If any man 
alk, who is my neighbour P we reply, Every man 
in the world; every child of him, who is the 
* Father 


any wi 


| 6:9 7) 
Father of the ſpirits of all men. Nor may we in 

e except our enemies, or the enemies of 
God and their own fouls. But every Chriſtian 
loveth theſe alſo as himſelf ; yea, as Chriſt loved 
ug. He that would more fully underſtand what 
manner of love this is, may conſider St Paul's de- 
ſcription of it, It is long fuffering and kind, It is 
not puffed up, but maketh him that loves, the teaſt, 
the ſervant of all. Love doth not behave itſelf un- 
feemly, but becometh all things to all men. She e- 
eth not her own, but only the good of others, 
that they may be ſaved, Love ig not provoked : it 
caſteth out wrath, which he who hath, is not made 
perfect in love. It thinketh no evil, It rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. It covereth all 
things, belicveth all things, opel all things, endureth | 


all things. 


n | 
3. There is yet one thing more that may be ſe- 
ae. conſidered, though it cannot be actually 
eparate from the preceding, which is implied in 
the being allogether a Chriſlian : and that is the 
ground of all, even FaiT#, Very excellent things 
are ſpoken of this throughout the oracles of God. 
Every one, ſaith the beloved diſciple, that belicveth, 
is born of God, To as many as received him, gave he 
power to become the ſons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve an his name. And this 1s the viftory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith, Yea, our Lord 
himſelf declares, He that belteveth in the Son, hath 
cverlaſtiug life > and cometh not into condemnation, 
but is paſſed rom death unto lafe. WET 
4+. But here let no man deceive his own ſoul,® 
It is diligently to be noted, the faith which 
bringeth not forth repentance, - and love, and all 
ood works, is not that right living faith which 
is here ſpoken of, but a dead and deviliſh one, 
For even the devils believe, That Chriſt was born 
of a virgin, that he wrought all kindsof miracles, 
declaring himſelt very God : that for our ſakes 
Re ſuffered a moſt painful death, to redeem us 
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from death everlaſting: that he roſe again the 


third day; that he aſcended into heaven, and 


fitteth at the right hand of the Father, and at the 
end of the world ſhall come again to judge both 
the quick and the dead: Theſe articles of our 
faith the devils believe, and ſo they believe all 
that is written in the Old and New Teſtame.1ts. 
And yet for all this faith they ate but devils, 
They remain ſtill in their damnable eſtate, lack- 
ing the very true Chriſtian faith.“ | $ 

5. * The right and true Chriſtian faith is, (to 
go on in the words of our own church) not only 
to believe that holy ſcripture, and the articles of 
our faith are true, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and 
confidence, to be ſaved from everlaſting damna- 
tion by Chriſt, It is a ſure truſt and confi- 


dence, which a man hath with God, that by the 


merits of Chriſt his fins are forgiven, and he re- 
conciled to the favour of God, whereof doth fol- 
low a loving heart, to obey his commandments,” 

6. Now, whoſoever has this faith, which puri- 
fies the heart, by the power of God who duelleth 
therein, from pride, anger, deſire, from all unrigh- 
feouſneſs, from all ſilthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, which 
fills it with love ſtronger than death, both to God 


and to all mankind: love that doth the works of 


God, glorying to ſpend and to be {pent for all men, 
and that endureth with joy, not only the reproach 
of Chriſt, the being mocked, deſpiſed and hated 
of all men, but whatſoever the wiſdom of God 
permits the malice of men or devils to inflict; 
whoſoever has this faith, thus working by love, is not 
almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian, | 

But who are the living witneſſes of theſe 
things? I beſeech you, brethren, as in the pre- 
{ence of that God, before whom fell and A ates 
are without a covering ; how much more the hearts o 


the children of men That each of you would a 


his own heart, „Am I of that number! Do I ſo 
far practiſe juſtice, mercy, and truth, as even the 
rules of Heathen honeſty direct? Have I the form 
of godlineſs? Do I abſtain from evil, from one 

| | Ver 
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e 1 
ſoe ver is forbidden in the written word of God? 
Do I, whatever good my hand findeth to do, do 
t with my might? Do 1 ſeriouſly uſe all the or- 
dinances of God at all opportunities? And is all 
this done with a ſincere deſign and deſire to pleaſe 

od in all things?“ TILE 17 
8. Are not many of you conſcious, that you 
never came thus far? That you have not been 
even almoſt a Chriſtian? That you have not come 
up to the ſtandard of Heathen honeſty ?. At leaſt, 
not to the form of Chriſtian godlineſs. Much 
leſs hath God ſeen fincerity in you, a real deſign 
of pleaſing him in all things, You never ſo much 
as intended to devote all your words and works, 
your buſineſs, ſtudies, 7 to his glory. 

ou never even deſigned or deſired, that whatſo- 
ever you did, ſhould be done in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and as ſuch, ſhould be a ſpiritual ſa- 
criſice to God through Chriſt. | 
9. But ſuppoſing you had, do good defires and 
good deſigns make you a Chriſtian ? By no 
means: unleſs they are brought to good effect. 
« Hell is paved, ſaith. one, with good intentions.“ 
The great queſtion of all then ſtill remains, Is the 
love of God ſhed abroad in your heart ? Can you 
cry out, My God, and my all?” Do you defire 
nothing but him? Are you happy in God? Is he 
your glory, your delight, your crown of rejoicing ? 
And 1s this commandment written in your heart, 
that he who loves God, loves his brother alſo? 
Do you love every man, even your enemies, even 
the enemies of God, as your own ſoul ? As Chrift 
loved you? Yea, doſt thou believe that Chriſt 
loved thee, and gave himſelf for thee? Haſt thou 
faith in his blood? Believeſt thou the Lamb of 
God hath taken away thy ſins, and caſt them as a 
Kone into the depth of the ſea ? That he hath blot- 
ted out the hand-writing ' that was againſt thee, 
taking it out of the way, nailing it to his croſs ? 
Haſt thou indeed redemption through his blood, 
even the remiſſion of thy fins? And doth his 
| | | Spirit 
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| 2a Spirit bear witneſs with 1 ird, * thou art * 
EE child of God? 
. 8 10. The God and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 


| Chriſt, who now ' ſtandeth' in the midſt of us, 

; Knoweih that if any man die without this faith, 
and this love, good it were for him that he had 
never been born. Awake, then, thou that flee 

; _ eſt, and call upon thy God: call in the day” 
when he may be found. Let him not reſt, till 
he makes his goodneſs to paſs before thee, till he 5 
claim unto thee the name of the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering and abundant f in 

goodneſs and truth ; keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 

| giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and in. Let no man 

perſuade thee by vain words, to reſt ſhort of the 

prize of thy high calling. But cry unto him 
day. and night, who while we were without flrength”* 
died for the ungodly, until thou knoweſt in whom 
thou haſt believed, and canſt lay, My Lord and 

; my God.” Remember always to pray and not to 

Faint, till thou alſo canſt lift up thy hand unto 

heaven, and declare to him that liveth for ever 

and ever, Lord, thou knowelt all things, thou 
knoweſt that 1 love thee.” 

11. May we all thus experience what it is to 
be not almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian! 
Being juſtified freely by his grace, through the re- 
N e that is in Jeſus; knowing we have 

eace with God through Jeſus Chriſt; rejoicing 
in hope of the glory of God, and having the love 
of God ſhed abroad in our hearts by che Toby” 
4hoſt given unto us! 
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